If you would like to understand the patterns and biology of lymphoid infiltrates of bone marrow, there is a very welldesigned reference we could recommend. The book has 15 chapters written by a total of 31 authors. Most of the authors are the experts on haematopathology or the scientists dealing with basic or clinical sciences related to the subject. In order to help understand pathology, the book starts with the chapter focusing on the normal development of lymphocytes in the bone marrow. The pathological changes due to aging of the lymphoid cells are discussed in a separate chapter. Starting with the normal bone marrow followed by pathophysiology of the tissue is very helpful for updating knowledge on lymphocyte biology especially to understand the immune changes with aging. The critical role of microenvironment in bone marrow involvements with acute and chronic lymphoid malignancies is perfectly touched in the book as the third step. The presentation of the topics related to the basic science is not only helpful for better understanding of the subject but also to help gain a wide view on approaching the bone marrow examination for training pathologists. The first three chapters are also a guide for further reading on the subject. The following parts of the book focus on the technical aspects of bone marrow pathology. The format of the chapters on flow cytometry, bone marrow trephine biopsy preparation, molecular techniques and bone marrow reporting is giving practical clues on how to interpret bone marrow lymphoid aggregates correctly and successfully. These clues are very helpful guidance to improve the technical standards of the pathology laboratories and increase quality of the results.
The bone marrow biopsies are frequently performed for staging and residual disease monitoring. New drugs and therapeutic techniques introduced to the everyday clinical practice may affect the interpretation of the residual disease monitoring. Especially, the results of the sensitive molecular techniques are prone to misinterpretation. Two chapters following each other are focused on practical issues of evaluation, differentiation and reporting of the bone marrow lymphoid infiltrates. Respectable points especially the importance of the detailed clinical and laboratory information for comprehensive evaluation of the bone marrow lymphoid infiltrates explained with the clues on transferring these interpretations to the pathology reports are very well touched within these chapters.
Bone marrow infiltration with primary lymphoid leukaemia, lymphoma, plasma cell neoplasia, and secondary involvement with T and B cell lymphomas are comprehensively given consecutively in the last six chapters. One of these parts is focused on the differences in paediatric cases. Although there are repeats for some entities, the practical approach on interpreting the results of various techniques and combining the findings for differential diagnosis for several entities are very well designed in each chapter. The last chapter on systemic mastocytosis associated with lymphoproliferative disorders also gives practical approach on differentiation reactive versus clonal mast cell proliferations by the help of case samples.
Overall, this book is a very well-organized helpful reference with its didactic format for the training pathologists. It is not only useful for updating the knowledge on evaluating bone marrow lymphoid infiltrates for the haematopathologists but also can be very helpful on solving the diagnostic problems for daily clinical practice.
